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N this Treatife he endeavours to difcover what were 
the Sentiments of the Aricients concerning the Ori- 
gin or beginnings of this vifible World, of which he 
conceives Men in all Ages have had a true, if not a Di- 
vine Knowledge, as well as of a Divine Power, and of the 
intermediate Order, Viciffitudes and Ends of all things. 
And that Vythagoras w^as not the Inventor of the Mun- 
dan iSyftem afcribed to him, but the Conveyer only of 
it from the Orientals, d^^opp^i^ct^ to the Grecian Schools, 
where yet it received lefler Improvement as to par- 
ticular Explications, then it has by the Modern Inquifiti- 
ons, (as he conceives} though yet he- grants that our 
Hiftories of their Opinions are very imperfed:, yet as 
the Magnificence of a Strudlure may be judged of by 
its Ruiaes, Co in general we may have ibme Idea o( their 
Dodrinesby the Fragments of them which are yet to 
be foitnd in the Grecian Writers, as well Hiftorical as Fa- 
bulous, or Muthical and Poeticai By all which he endea- 
voyrs to prove, that moft of the Ancients held very 
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iMUch the fame Notion concerning the feeginnihg of 
things with that delivered by Mofes m the beginning of 
his Writings, with vvhich, he conceives, alfothat his alrea- 
dy publidi'd Theory is confbnant. It washisDefign aMo. 
to have written a general Body of Philofopliy, but the 
fcnfe of his Age and approathing EJeath feems to have 
made him defift, and to fatisfie htmCelf with what he 
liath hitherto performed in the preceding Books, and in 
this which hefeems to make the Seal and Confumniation 
of the former. 

He divides the whole Difcourfe into two Books. In 
the firft he endeavours to difcover what were the moft 
antierit Dod:rines of all Nations concerning the beginnings 
of things, irf general. But in the Second he endeavoured to 
colled all fuch Paffages amodgft them as feemed mod 
confonant to,and confirming of the Dodrines delivered in 
the firft part of his Theory where he had omitted taking 
notice of them, though in the Second Part he hath inter- 
mixed them with the Theory throughout, which ther^^ 
fore did not need any fuch a Supplement, 

In the Firft Chapter he enquires whence this Knowledge 
is to be fetcht, which he conceives to be all from the 
Poftdiluvian Records, which were all conveyed by Noab 
from the Antidiluvian, and difperfed amongft his Pofteri- 
ty. Next he enquires where any Footfteps are to be found 
of it among theie. And fince he finds the Ancients di- 
vided the Nations of the World into Four Heads, com- 
prehending the whole Race of Mankind, towit, thei'c)^- 
thJam towards the North, the Ceiti towards the Weft, 
the j^fhiopiam towuds the South, and the If? Jiam to- 
wards the Eaft. He follows the fame Order in his En- 
quiry. And amongft the firft he finds no ancient Foot- 
fteps of their Philolbphy, and doubts whether ever rhey 
had any : Tho' Ahris is faid by SmJm to have written 
^Theogonia; and a Septentrional Mythology hath been 
of late pubhlhed, ftvouring much of Antiquity. 

K k Amongft 
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Amongft the Celti he fin^s Phitofophy to have been aJI along, vlx, among 
tht Bruids and Semnothei '^ of whom yet we have but a dark Account, that 
they pro fefs'd to underOand the Order and Motions of the Heavens, and the 
Will of the Gods 5 and thit StYab0 fays, they taught the Worlds Periods by 
Water and Fire, and held a traufmigration of Souls, as the Pythagoreans ; 
tho' they are thought to have much preceded him, and to have been the moft 
ancient for Mytholpgick Theology. Of this Clafs were what Philofophers were 
to be found anciently amon^ theGiYmans^ Erltains^ Spaniards ?Lnd Italians y 
of feme of vvhich Strabo affirm?, that they had Poems of their Laws, &c. of 
6000 years flan ding. Thofe among the Hnrufcv^ Diodoms Siculus fays, fludied 
Philofophy; And Plutarch fiy$i they had the Notion of the Annus Magnwu 
or Periods of Revolutions, and that the Romans had their Sacred Rites from 
them. 

Among the Mthi-ofians the Gymnofophifls were famous j but we can find very 
little information what their Philofophy was. They were Celebrated indeed 
for their Laws, Government and Converfc with the Gods, and had a very an- 
cient ufe of Letters j and h^d Colledges of Priefts which taught Philofophy 
and Theology, Tiiefe are faid by Lucian to have been the firft Aflronomers, 
and to have taught the ^.gyptians. But as to the Theory of the Earth, there 
is nothing of theirs to be found. And indeed, mofi of the Ancienc Authors 
that writ purpofely of tlicm are now no more to be found. 

Having pafs'd over thefe three Heads without making much Difcovery to feis 
purppfe, he in the Third Chapter comes to the Orientals or Indians, compre- 
hending all the i4jf/^7i^j and fome of their Neighbours, as the j^gyptians and 
Gretas. He begins then with the mofl Eaftera Nation, the Seri or chinefes. 
0///^i and D/<?«>j7^ call them Atheifls, becaufe they had no Idol-Temples or 
Wor/hip; and Barbarians, becaufe they had no Commerce with other Nati- 
ons. So that it feems little of their Learning was known to the Ancients 5 
though of late years they have been much better known, to have very ancient 
Hiftories, and fome that mention the Flood and the begiuRlngs of things. 
But by what we can learn, their Phyiiology is much inferiour to whit was 
known in the Wefiern Parts, as was alfo their Mathematicks, being all of 
their own Produdion, and not borrowed from any befides. Contrary to thac 
of the G^yff^^, Romans^ ^nd other Europe ans^ who derived all from others. 
Puffing from thefe to the South, he meets with the Brachmansy Philofophers 
ceJcbrarcd in all Ages for their Devoting themfelves wholly to Contemplations, 
tsf unknown Original, but yet worthy to be more diligently enquired into, 
both for their Eminency in Phyfiology and Afironomy, though both vvcrs 
wrapped up and vailed under Mythology : Yet they had fome Notions con- 
cordant with the Greel^. Strabo alfo ftys, That they held the World to have 
b jen generated, ani was corruptible ; That k was formed out of Water, buc 
the ref! of the Univerfe from other Principles. The chief of thefe were mofl 
lionoured, and abfolutely free, neither Governing, nor Governed by any. 
This is the Som of what caa be found amongft the Ancients concerning their 
Natural Philofophy. 

In the Fourth Chapter he enquires concerning the AJfyrians and Babylonians^ 
who were the firfli Empire after the Flood : Thefe are accounted the firfl 
who culdvated Literature and had Publick Schools at Babylon , which con- 
tinued fo till the time of Mnchadom'zer and Daniil. Thefe Learned iMen 
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were caird Chaldsans andf Magi ; and the chief of them were Phyfiologers 
zni Aftrooomefrs, and ftudied lawful Arts, as may well be concluded ; for 
rhac Daniel accepted the Prefci^ureof them : Thefe excluded the Aftrolo^l- 
aos and Diviners from thdr Habitations. To thefe Pythagoras refortcd to 
kara the Motions of the Heavens, and the Original of the World, faith /«- 
ftm. Vio<TiJLomj-Tctmv and KcdTiJ.QymeicLV- Thefe were then under the Perfjans, 
but the remainders of the Chalduns and Babylonians^ However ; nothing is 
left of their Opinions but what Diodorus has hinred. That they believed the 
Matter of the World Eternil, but its Form, Order and Ornament to be coo- 
ftifuted by Divine Providence, And further, That they believed the Earth to 
bcof tl^e Form of a Schiffor Tray : Only he fp^aks of their Antiquity, and 
of making Agronomical ObfervatioGS many Ages htfott AltxandsY. This Is 
all that Is intelligible ; All the re^t concerning their Oracles of ^^iro^fler, &c. 
is nothihg but Canting, and a Jargon of Scraps of we know not who, 
*Tis pity we have lofl the Works of BersfuSf who had wrictcn. their Opi- 
Dions. 

In the Fifth Chapter he fpeaks of the Pirjian Magh who cultivated Phj'fi- 
ology as well as Theology. Thefe had a Thtogonia like the Gut^s j and 
frqm thefe Pythagoras learnt the Origin of the World, and the Motions of the 
Heavens. Thefe taught likewife the Periods and Renovation of the World. 
The Prince of thck Mag$' wzs Zoroapr^ of which he judges there were 
two. The Pifftans held the Efemeots, Scars and the Heavens to be Gods 9 
and worfhipped moil the Sun among the Scars, and the Fire among the Ele- 
ments : And under the Nature of Jupiter they comprehended the whole Cir- 
cuit of Heaven. They, as well as the Grrf^;^*-, Romans aad Hebrews^ con- 
tinually nourifli'd the Fire. And the Egyptians ^% well as other Nations much 
honoured it, TntVtrfians fuppofed this Fire to have fallen from Heaven 5 
and the Stoicks cali'd It /if/'^'f fr, into which all things refolvcd. Thus their 
Theology was Phy.feology, and all their other Rites may be in the fame man- 
ner refolved 5 of vvhidh Herodotus \u$ given a plain Account : In which he 
particularly takes notice, that in their Sacrificing they fung their Ihugonia^ 
which our Author conceives to be of the Origination of things. Of Zoro- 
asUr^ Pliny relates that he left Two Millions of Yerfes, expounded by Hir^ 
mippus. The Arabians mention Twelve Volumes, each fiiling a whole Bulls 
Hide of the Writings of Zoroafter to be left to the Magi, Suidas men* 
tlons divers Books of the fame,' concerning Dreams and Afkonomical Pro- 
duftions, and Four Books of Natural Philofophy j but all arclof! 5 and tvhat 
goes under his Name are all Fi^itious, except one Fragment prefcrved by 
Plutarch out of Theopmpm ; another by Porphyrins in Antro Ny^pharum^ 
out of Euhulus \ and a third by Eufebii^s, out of a Perfian Book, which he 
will InvcZor^aJhr^s. As the beginning of thefe Magi was unknown, fo was 
their end 5 yec fome remained to the time of Alexander ^ and 'tis believed 
they fell with the Perfian Enjpire ', and all that had been written concerning 
them Isalfo periOiVi. Such were Mermlppus Swyrnieus^ Pallas^ Oflhane-s^ Bu- 
bulusy Thsodorus Mifpfuefiemfs^ Hermodorus Fla*fjnicm, Antefthetes or Rho- 
dnnis, Zanthiis lydws^ Sotioms^ Dinon^ theopompus^ Eudmus Rhsdius^ md 
Clear&hfisSelenfis* 
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lo the Sixth Chapter he enquires after what is to be met wJrIi. among the 
Arabians ^ad Phmkians, The Firft is Job, vchom he makes an Arabiani 
before tlie time of Mofts, \^ho had the knowledge of Letters, and of the 
Heavens, arid many other parts of the Creation, befidcs that of the Wor- 
(hip of the true God. This Knowledge laflcd to the rime o( Solomon , as 
appears by the Queen of Sheba : Nay, till the Birth of Chri/I, ^i appears by 
the Magi liut came to Worlfiip him. The Zabii he makes ro be fome of the 
ancient /^rrf^j, among whom i4^rtf^^;« was bred. Thefe boafl of having the 
Religion of Naak To thefe, Porphyry fays, Pythagoras went: And Pliny 
affirms the fame of Dm^CYitus : But thefe fince that time have degenera- 
ted, and have taken up the Gmian Learning 5 though they had alfo tranflated 
into their Language the Aficient Learning of the Egyptians^ Pirfians and 
Chaidaans j J^ut chcfe were burnt by the S0a\tns, What Writings yet remain 
among them are thought not older than Eight or Nine Hundred Years. The 
jychtiUs among the ancient Arabi held the World Eternal, and the Soul 
mortal. Hence their Proverb, Vtcri pariuntt Stfulchra deglHtinnt^The Womb 
make?, the Tomb takes. Next for the Fkmnicians, he finds them very an- 
cient, and early knovJng in Letters, Arithmctick, Aflronomy, Phyfiology, 
Navigation, Foreign Trade and Planting.! ihales md Zmo wttt Phmniclans^ 
and to them went divers of the 6ruk Philofopher?. Stab9' fays, thnMofchm 



had ftudied ihe KofmBgonian oi TaauUs^dtdxxcmg the Worldirom the ancient 

Chaos, and a precedent lAt^V or Matter. He wrote alfo divers other Philofo- 
phical thjngS;4 but they, as wclLasallthe other Authors that wrote of the 
Phmicians^ as thiodotus My^fitratu and M&chus^ HtfiimS) and Hiermimus 
BgyptiHSMC wholly loft. 

In the Seventh Chapter he ec^gaires what Footfteps of ancient Phyfical 
Learning Is to be met with among the Hibrms^ md in. their Cabala. Firfl 
he notes, that LaBaralus wonder'd why Pythagoras and Plata went to the 
Egyptians for Knowledge, but not to the Uibrews , which is an Argument 
they were not then conBderable for that kindof Knowledge ; that is, Phyfical 
and Mathematical, What they had was contained in their CabaUy wh'ch 
they pretend to have received from Jktofes. But whatever it were at firft, 
it hath been much depraved with Rabbinical Figments and Chimera's: Such 
sre the My fi leal Numeration by the Letters of Words j fueh are the Magical 
Spells derived alfo thence ^ fuch the eyprcfling common Notions by a fort of 
Myftical Words, orCharaAcrs, orNumbexs, to make it mere wonderful to 
fueh as do not utiderfland it. Which was a trick made ufe of alfo by Py. 
ihagoras in hhSyoibahy by the Egyptians in theij Hieroglophicks, aad by the 
Hixmtticks in their Cant i All which, if the Veil were remove*^, would appear 
empty Nothings, being of no other ufe, but to amufe the Ignorant and con- 
ceal their own Defers and Emptinefs. They dWxdtd jhelr CabaU into No<- 
minal and Real. The Nominal was Triple, GsmmatriSy Notarkm^ and Ibsm" 
mura^ p/ainly Modern and Barbarous Names. Allcoofifled in fhuffling the 
Letrers of Words mixed with Number. Reuclin yet fays, that the fms 
affirm, that thereby may be found out all the Kjuowlcdgeof Map&md Sohmnt 

as 
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as well Divine as Humane, and that Soloman himfclf received all his Kfeovi^ 
kdge thereby. 

The real Ctf ^/tf they make Two-fo!(?, i* e. The poftrine of Sephlmh, and 
the Do^rine of the Four Worlds. They make lo. Cabalinic4( Scpbirotby vi%: 
the Crown. 2. Wifdom. 5. Prudence. 4. Magnificence, $. Severity, 
6. Pulchritude. 7. ViflQry, 8. Glory. 9. Foupdat?on. 10. Kingdom, 
by which what they mean the Author underfiatvls doi. They pretend they 
are Emanations from God, and that they are Numbers emanating from the 
Infinite Verity. He fpends fomc time in examining each, and their branch- 
ings out into divers other Subdivifions. But upon the whole he concludes. 
That the further he proceeds the more Obfcurity and Confufion he meets 
with. Next he examines the Dodrite of the Four Worlds, to wit, A':zJUthy 
Briahy fet^Jrab^ A(hUh^ 1. e, the Worlds of Emanation, Creation, Formarioa 
and of the Fabrick; before all whkh they put the Enfophicl^y or Infinite 
World, from which all the other do fpring. Upon a more deligent Enquiry 
Into the Contents of thefe myftlck Doftrincs the Author fcems to think them 
all Chears, andconcludcs with the Words of Chrifij Afin love DarJ^nefs ra* 
ther than Lights btccnfe their Duds are evil. Every one that doth Evil ha- 
teth the Light, Icfl he fhould be difcovcred •, but he that doth Truth, cometh 
to the Light, that his Deeds may benlanifefl; fufpefting all thofe affeded 
Cbfcurities to be devifed by them tQ conceal nothing dk but their own Igno- 
rance and Deceit. The Author proceeds further with examiiiing other parts 
of the C&bak : But upon the whole he finds nothing rational, or containing 
any real Knowledge. But he conjcdures, that the moft ancient Cabala^ be- 
fore it was confounded and dcfikd with Fables, might contain fomewhat of 
the Origination of things, and their Gradations ^ but as it has been in time 
changed and augmented by imaginary Fables, and blinded with impertineni: 
and nonfenfical Explications, it is now become a con fu fed Mafs of Iccongru- 
hies and Abfurdities. But by examining thefe Dregs, he conceives that the 
Ancients might hold, That before the Creation all things had their being iq 
God j and that from him they flowed or cmarated when firfi made, and thaa 
they will all flovv back into him when they are deflroyed, which he conceives 
was alfo the Opinion of the moil Ancient Philcfophers ; and that there 
would fucceed other Eti'^anations and Regenerations, and other fuccceding De- 
flruflloRS and Obforpticns to all Eternity, as it had been from all Etcr-- 
nity? that Nothing was produced out of Nothing ^ and that the things pro- 
duced never return to Nothing, but always have their Subfidence in God. 
Which Sence, if it doth not contain, he conceives it may be look'd upon as 
Saltthathaihloft its Savour, which is good for nought, but to be thrown 
out of Doors. But if it contains any folid Knowledge, it ought to be mani^ 
fefted or condemned otherwifc .to perpetual Darkcefs. But lefi: it might 
deceive the Ignoram, he cautions them to be Icsd by no Authority that is 
not Divine, nor by any Reafon that is not clear and manifefl. Before he 
leaves this Head, he enquires concerning the ffinh a Seft among the Jews, 
not unlike in their Manners to the /;;;3fi^« Byaffe^/i»^. All that thefe had of 
Philofophy, fays Philoy vvas of God, and of the Generation of things : But 
what that KoowJcdgc was does not appear 5 but he conceives it is to be learnt 
torn the Br^hmans^ with whom they agreedv 
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From tliefe he pafles oo (in the Eighth Chapter) in hfsSearcli for the mcktrt 
learning amongfi the Egyptians^ where he finds ic very ancient, and much 
celebrated by the i/^irei^^i, who extol borh Mofts and Solomony the one (of 
knowing, the oihcr for CKcelling it -, and by the(?rrf-^^, as from whence they 
fisd derived th:irKaow!edge. Upon a ftrifter Enqairy into it, he finds ic to 
be firfl Geometry, as old as the overflowing of theM/^ upon which account 
it was invented r but he thinks they were but Land Meters ^ and that the 
iJ-reeJ^s, sksThdesmd Pythagoras, did make it Speed Jtive. 2. Aflronomy. 
^utihh the Chaldems knew 5 nor doth it ippeir which were the firft •, but 
he conceives both were very ancient, but rude and itnperfcift, and much im- 
proved afterwards by the Gr$e.^s. However, he believes they had a true 
Knowledge of rheSyllem of th^ Heavens, and underfiood the Motions of 
the Planets, &c. Yet he thinks that tiiey did not underftand them fo well, 
as to reduce their Motions to Calculation, They are faid alfo to have cul- 
tivated Mufick and Pri}fick, butthefe alfo without Theories," and only by Tra- 
dition* And the HiYodotus fays, they had tor every Difeafe a i^rttcular^Phyfi- 
cian : Yet both thefe were much more improved by the Gneiss, They arc 
laid by others to be the Inventers of Chimiftry. Laflly, That they were 
knowingitil^hyficks or Natural Science ^ that is, the Cofmogonia^ Thiogonia^ 
or TmologU, which they look'd upon as the fame Science. They ht\d the 
Earth to be formed out of the confufed Mafs of the Four Elements, or ouc 
of the Chaos j and a t-^vo-fold Deflruc^ion of it, one by Fire, another by 
Watery That the Earth was of an Egg form*, and that we call the Fythu- 
ganc^ SyHem was the oldefl of all others, but kept among their Arsanu. 
Their mcft Celebrated Philofopher was ^er;«fj TVi/??^?^i/^/£< ; though when he 
lived, or wliat he thought and writ is not known. Tiiofe that bear h.is Name 
are fi^»tious. But among the multitude of his Writings, his Cofmologk, 
mentioned by Phi lo Biblm, h fort. The £^y|?f/^ff5 prefervcd their Learn- 
ing by their Priefls, who had Colledges in divers parts of Egypt. They had 
it infcribed on Obelisk!, and written in Books. The BahyionUns had Coe- 
leflial Obfervations for 720 Years tnf ribed on burnt Tyles. Dmocrkus tran- 
fcribed his Morals from z BabylonUn Colmnn. ^ The Columns of MsYmes In 
Egypt are famou?,. on which were infcribed his Doftrine. From thefe the 
Gm^ zv.d Ftmkianshzd much o( their -Knowledge, and Manttho his Sa- 
cred Hiftory. Amunus M^xcdlinm'h-)% thefe Columns were placed in fub- 
rerrat3cous Vaults, and were there before the Flood. Manstho and Jofepka 
aflcrc the fame of theirs, both pofllbly the fame. In their Books were writ- 
ten their Laws, their Hiftory and their Philofophy. Some things were com- 
municable,, others were Arcana^ not to be devulged. They had alfo a 
cwo-fold way of Writing, one Common, another Sacred. This was writ- 
ten with HUroglyphlckj* The Brachmans have not only a different Cha- 
r^fter, but a different Language to prcfcrvc their Philofophy. Thefe 
Pricfts were ftrift Concealers of their Secrets, as many Authors coinplaia of 
them. 'Not wr-, Pytha^^oras admitted without being firfl Circumcifcd, and 
otherwife qualified. Tlie £{p«j,and others, of^ther Nations, as Pofians, 5>» 
rmns, and -Indians^ adminiitred Oaths, &c, of Secrecy. They furilier ob* 
feu red their Knowledge by Symbols, JEiigma's and Fables, in which the 
Gre^^i alfo follow'd them, as did alfo mod other Nations in the Hiflories of 
their Gods, of which kind ht gives diyers Inftanccs. Among thefe are 
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die Myrliologies of the Prophets in the Old Tcffamcntj and the Pafables ^f 

Chrifl in (ht N:w.rhis MychoIogickQenijus^^/«/?i/^i calls Divine ^and 'tis pliin 

Myhologies v\ ere made ufe of bv th; Ancients to conceal their knowledge from 

the Vulgar, and yet prefcrve it fafe for the Learned. Nay, Divine Providence 

doth fo conceal both Divine and Natural Knowledge, that this or that pirt 

becomes known to chis or that Mm in one Age, which hath Iain abfconded 

to all preceding. This Mythologick was the moft aticient Learning among 

the Grec^s^ as he proves by fevcral Teilimonies; yet was k firfl received 

from tht Egyptians, Thiscaufcs him to enquire whether the Works of /{er- 

mes were fo writ, and he finds by a place quoted by Eufibm^. that they wei ^ 

firft written plain, then turajed by the Son of Tbahkn into Allegories , and 

then tranfcr^bcd into Greel^. So that plain Writing was before Mythobgick j 

and 'tispjobable thofe that hive it Mythologically, had it before pure; and 

that the Additions that have been added to the firft Fables, have obfcured, if 

not quite obliterated the. concealed Senfe He propounds and aafwers two Obie- 

ftions, by which he (hews the Inconfiftency of Men's Anions with their 

Knowledge, and fo Apologizes for tht Egyptian Idolatry, and their Afirolo^ 

gick and Magick Praftices. Laft of all, he enquires how the Egyptians came 

to lofe this Learned State they had kept for fo many Agts, which he Oiews 

to have proceeded from their being conquered and overun by divers Nations ; 

a% by the Fsrfians nndcr Cambifes/ and Come facceeding Kings, by whom it 

began to decay. And by the K&mans, who burnt the AUx^tndriart Library, 

with which their Learning was.alfo much deflroycd ; and by the Conqucft of 

the S'^riiffs; totally extinguifhcd. AmongH: the loil Hiftonaiis of the Egyp^ 

tim Learning, iViK^i^i? was the chiefeft, as a^peais byTeUimoaies now cKr 

tant, next Sanchoniathonj then AfcUpiadis, Fttofiris^ Huatm ^ FaltphatiiS<^ 

and Cheremon^ and many others. Thefe are LcfTcs, but nothing to be parnc4 

with the lofsof the Library of Ptolomfus Fhiladclphusj wherein m<^ny Myriads 

perifhed in a moment, containing the Sum of all Egyptian^ nay, and all Ori- 

eatal Learniog too, Jc all probability* 

In the Ninth Chapter he enquires concerning the GracUn Philofophy, of 
which, that he may the more fully give you the Hiftory, he produces fufH- 
cient Proof tofhew it derived from the Egyptian h not thJt he denies the 
Qrecians to have much improved feveral parts thereof: That they learn'd 
their Geometry, AAronottiy and Arithmetlck from the Egyptians, Cbaldeans^t 
and Vh(sra.cianSy Hirodtytu^s^ Flato^ Ari(iotli, DiodoruSy Strabof Laertias^ 
Achilles Tatius, and others their own Authors do teftifie. Tis {rJySmb'amis^ 
who MvtA Eight Hundred Years before the Trojan W4t\ built a high Tower 
in Babylon, oa the top of which the Aflronomers made their Obfervations, 
at which times the Gntf^s Jiad not the ufe of Letters. Mgreover, Califibe- 
ms feot into Greece from Babylon Celeftial Cfervarions for 1900 Years be- 
fore ^to^^^/^rs time. And £/>^^f«^i found Obfervations zt Babylon for 720 

* ifcribed 
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tcafons of their Motions were invented by the Gml^s- But though they im- 
proved the Mathematick Arts, yet they vitiated tlic> Phyficks, which the/ 
alfo received from them. That the (?m/^i had thefe from the Barbaric Cle^ 
mm AUxandmm and Eufsbks hoi]x teftifie \ as doth slfo ^rph^ms and Jc^ 
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f^hus, and Dkdms Skulus^ who affirm the Gml^s moft eminent for thh 
Learning. As Oifhm^ fhMkSy PhtYicUif^ Pythaior^s^ Sdon^ PUtQ^ Ew 
daxfis^ all fctcht it either from the Egyptians or Phdnkhns. Nay, the very 
knowledge of Lettcirs was firft brought into Gnect by Cadmm not long be- 
fore the Trojan W^T. Whereas Learaiog flourifh'd in A0na, Egypt^ Fhm- 
nicia^ ArMuy Ethiopia^ Hiu^ and among the Ctlti long before, chat time. 
There were two ftatcs of Grecian Philofophy. The firft, which was the 
oldcft, moAof which was wrote in Verfe, treated of the 0/W5^o»f;i, or Or! gi- 
mtion of things, by Thamyras, Linm^ Orfhtus^ Mufeusy Hijtid. Alfo T^d;/?/, 
'VHmophm^s^ EmptdocUs^ Parmmidts , and fome others , whofe Fragments 
are calle'dcd by Stavins In his Poifu PhUofofhka: A^l which Poetick Wri- 
ters did mythoJogizc the Ca/?^i?p«k, ^a^^r only eKcepted. This the A«- 
thor proves by fevcral Tefti monies 5 and adds. That Orphms was the firfl 
that brought Learning into Gnm ; that afferred the Oval i^'orm of the Earth, 
the Form the Author affigmto his Antidiluviao Earth: That he lived no c 
loQg after the time of mfts^ and was the Founder of the Gndan Theology, 
m M0fi4 of the Nibrm ; and that both accommodated the Ceremonies ro 
the Capacity of their refpeftive People. That is, Or;*#i^5 Inftitiired fuch a Re» 
ligion as he could, not what he would, wanting the Divine AOlftance of Mi- 
racles which /Wt?f?i had. He was feign to make afe of Mufick and pleafing 
My tholo^ick Stories to allure his People from Barbarity to Government and 
Society. For which purpofe it ivas of very great benefit, and generally 
made ufe of not only by Poets, but Legiflnors and Fhyfiologcrs. Orpbtus ex- 
celled in all thefe, and firfl taught t\\Q G>'iclans, Religion, and the Re^vards 
and Puniftiments of another Life, which he proves by Heathen and Chrlfliao 
Tcflimonfes. But among thcfe mufl be diftinguiOicd what he taught the 

¥ulgarfroto what was his Secret Dodrlne, for thit he had both the J'fitAdJ'n 
■;y dmfpiToy* Skidas{ky$f he held tbelleavcns to be formed of the JEtkr^ 
aud the Earth out of the Chaos, before which he placed time as themeafurc, 
but he makes them both coeval , whereas others of .he Ancients fepa rate them 
by a multitude of Ages. Empid^clismzkcsml the Stars to be Fires, hm Orpkus 
to be Worlds 5 the Author fuppofcs the Planets were meant. As the Moon 
was therefore called dp^x^op, which Orphsm firft alTerted Habitable, proved 
by ?r&eliis, as alio that the Oval Earth was to be dcfiroycd by Fire, and then 
to be renewed. Before he leaves this Head, he anfwcrs the Objedlons of 
€km, and more efpecially Gerard Voffius, who would perfwade thu there 
never was any fuch Men z%Orphtm, Mufm or Linus, whofe Arguments the 
Author thinks no ways cogent or to be r^arded, imcc that are fo many 
pofmvc Proofs to the contrary both in Heathen aod Chriftfan Writers. 

In theTct^th thapter he enquires among the Gm^ Philofophers that (nc^ 
cctitA Orphms X And firfl amongfl the lonk\s. Tliefe arc the Second kind 
of Phyfiologcrs, who wrote eKprefly and in Profe, not \a Verfe and Mytho- 
logy, ai the former. Thefe were Fk/^i and his loaicks, Phmcydes, Py.tha-* 
gorasj 2inophaniSf^armmldis^ Lmdppus, DmomtHs, Empedoclis, Piato, sn4 
others, to Efkmus and Ariflotk, in whom ended Philofophck Aoriquicv^ 
^ CKcept fome Fragments among the S.^oki^i. Thales was zVhmnkian, but re- 
ceivcd his fCnowledge from Egypt, and was famous for Gtomdry^ Aiironomy 
and Vhyfic^y and affcrtcd the Immortality of the Soul 5 and firll writ a Dif- 
cxjurfcof jphyficks, without Mythology or Theology, Nothing ot his Af- 
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fcrtbtis remains but only that all things were generated out of Water. Which 
is agreeable to St. Peisrmd Mofis. Poffibly more particulars of hh D>ctr>ne 
raay be found among his Followers, Anax'mandtr^ Anaximmes, A^axagnas^ 
Archelmi. Anax:tgaras then mikes a mind to Regulate Marrtr, a^d moye it. 
and was tl crefore called Nk?. , He ranges the four Elemen s by Gravity, and 
is faid to have Introduced Vortices. As for the Hejvcns, the h^ians much 
promoted the Knov^iledge of them ; he. Yhcy held the Heavenly Spa. c^ to 
be iEther •, the StarSj Fire ^ the Planets opaque Bod its: That the Moon had 
Hills and Vales, and was Ha citable, aad that it was enlightiied by die Sun* 
u>h!ch was a mofl pure Fire. He he'd alfo the Rotation, of the Earrh, as 
airo the Annual Mjtion about the middle of the World, as Tmon Smymms 
affirms. To (hew the Reafon why it is fo difficult to find whatwcie their tiuc 
thoughts, He quotes this Pifligc o( Plutarck This Djftrme ( that is, con- 
cernmg the Heavens) was not celebrated and famous, but hidden ami kcpr: 
fecrer, and it was difcourfcd of with great Caution among a few under an Oath 
of Secrecy ; for PhiJofophifings concerning the Heavens v%ould not be endured^ 
becaufe thofe feemcd to refirain and bind up the Divine Numm to Caufes with- 
out Reafon, and to blind Powers, and to involuntary Effed:s j uj^on which Ac- 
count Protagoras was banilhed, and Angxagoras put in Irons. Socrates alfo 
for the Name of a Philofopher was put to Death. Whence the Author ob- 
ftrves, that in all Ages it has been very dangerous for Philofophers to -ipeak 
pkin Truth amongft the Vulgar. 



In the Eleventh Chapter fie enquires concerning tnc Doftrfnc of Fyth^goras 
and the It die Philofophy, where he finds that'either Pythagoras ^^tott norhiog, 
or If he did, even the Hiftory of them is loft ; So that nothing of fiis Ph\- 
fiology Is remaining fave only his Theory of the Heavens, which is calcd the 
Pytha,gork\ Syftm j he placing the Sun in the Centre, and the Earth moving 
round it; the Moon as an Ancifthone or oppofire Earth enlighcned by the 
Sun, the Comets to be above the Air, or between that and the Pl^inefsj that 
the Heavens were iSuld ^thcr, and the Stars fo miiny Worlds. We know not his 
Sentiments about the CofmogonUi m Tcrreftrlal Produftions Jor he roore bufied 
himfelf about Coeleflial Speculations, and about A bl! rafts and fnrclkduals, as 
did alfo his Followers, who treat of the Amma. Mundh coufi Aing in Harmony 
indivifible and divifible the fame, and an other (as rhey PI rafc ft) aiid fuch 
other Airy Notions as have nd Foundations in Nature. But Ocellus Lucantts^ 
another Pytbagoremr makes the World Eternal, both for Matter and Form, as 
he does alfo the Race of Mankind. But indeed there is liitle in this Author 
that favours of Pythagoras his Doftrine; and Plato differs wholly from him, 
afferting the World to be made by God, and to be corruptible. Yet it muft be 
granted that both the Pythagmans^nd PUtonifts incinetomake the Matter 
Eternal, but the Form Variable 5 and they had both rhcir Vulgar Do^rinrs, 
and their. Secret Doftrines. And though the Author cjnnor find any 
but comrrion feiife in his Myftical Numbers, yet he thinks tfiere might be (bn^i- 
what more, vvhlch is now lof! to Mankind : The <hicf of rhcfe was his JK 
traBis^ iht Seventh was not fgnoble, but the Tenth the Nobleiland r.ofi pcr- 
feft of all. But of the Reafon and $ii>nification of thele neif^er any of the 
Af>cients nor Moderns give mv Satisfaftive Solutions or Expltcarfons. Yet all 
the Anqients affert this to be the Do^ine of Pythagoras. And therefore after 
having run oyer many of their thoughts, the Author thinks that Numbers will 
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ptod\3C€tiothing but Numbers, not Things; and that converting things all to 
Arithmetical Operations was in the PythagoYeans 2nd FLaonifis a failure, not 
«n!ike that of the FeripaUtkl^Sy of turning all into Logical rtrms. Vhmcldts 
Fytbagoras his MaAcr, writ a Thtngonia. And Empdoclis^ one of his Scho- 
lars, alTcrtcd the Sun to be a Mafs of Fire, and the Siars to be fiery, and the 
Earth made of the four Ekracats, united by Love, and fep^i sred by Strife. 
Tis uncertain whether ?ythaioras wrote or no, but certain that FbihUiiSj At- 
chytas, aud Eudoxtfs did. And 'tis hid V'lato bought three Books of WiloUmj 
whence he took hhTimam* Archytas is fald to have written many things, 
but all are loft but a Fragment about Marhematicks. E^AdoxM aik?, and Em- 
pedocleSy but all are now loft. The Writings alfo of A'Hilotle concerning the 
four Vythagorkl^ Elements art loft, a»d fome others. So arc the Wririogs of 
AnfloxenuSy Hsraciidis^ Msantbcs Hemipfii^t Syrianus Didymus, and Eudoxm. 
Alfo Mod^TAtm ^aditam^, Alexander Volyhi^or^ Androcidm^ and others. 



In the Twelfth Chapter he enquires concerning the Opinions of the ElutUl^ 
Sed, and of the Stgici^s. This Scft was Founded by ^mopkmn in the times 
of Anaximandery and confifted of a Mixture of various Nicioos and Opinions. 
The1?o^rinc he held was, that there were infinite Suns, and infinite Moons 
like ours, which he faid was habirable, but that they were all Ecernaf, P^r- 
mmdes hdd them to be formed out of Fire and Earth, and Men out of Clay. 
They agreed much with the Ionic Ik. S^^* ^(ucippm aud Dmocritm were of 
this Scft, who introduced Atoms. Leucippm acknowledged the Motion of the 
Earth on its Axis, and that when the fluid Mafs fetled into a Globe, it was 
covered by a dry Skin, which growing thicker, formed the habitable Earth : 
He fuppofes the Axis alfo at firft right, but altered afterward \ both which are 
eonfonant to the Author's Theory. DimocritHs wns an Auditor of Leucippus^ 
and had travelled Perfia, Arahial EthUpia^ ^gy^^^ and IndUy to improve his 
Knowledge among the Learned of thofe Countries, and has written many 
Books, though all loft. Tis faid he affirmed the Moon to be a fired Body, 
but with Mountains, Hills, and Vales j but the Author fuppofes only fiery Moun- 
tains, (tich as are on the Earth. CaUlmnckiS wrote of his Opinions. The 
Opinion of the Stm^s is Famous for the Future Conflagration of the World, 
But little is to be found concerning the Produftion of it, yet they aiTerted 
God to be the Author of it 5 but to this they joyn Matter mixt aod of it felf 
without Motion. This was perifhable by the Conflagration, but ^he Divine 
Friaciple Erernal,as they efteemcd alfo vit Matter it fclf, though the ¥o\m pe- 
rifhed. So the unformed World they fDade Eternal, but the formed to have 
both beginning and end. They held moreover, of formed Bodies, the Fire to 
be firft, and cut of that to be made the other Elements, wliich again were 
refolvable into it. Concerning the Mundat^e Periods and the Fare of the Stoic f^s^ 
little need be faid in this Difcourfe, it being well known. =,:l4ny Books hi^ve 
been written by and concerning them, but all loft 5 yet M5 fuid there is one 
Ancient Book or Piece of Apollomm Tyrm vci ejcfliot in fome Library, but 
not publifhed, concerning the Opinion and Works of Za&. 

In the Thirteenth Chapter he efrquirc^ among the ViatonhJ^s, Arift^tUimSi 
and Epicureans. Firft, he finds the ^Utnnich like the Vythagoreans, to be 
moft titkcn up in high Speculations of Abftraa Notions, and in aOigning Caufcs 
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of Thiogs to Numbers and Geometrical Figures. Thus ?Uto m his flmt^' 
makes nothing vifi oie but Fire, nothing rangible but Earth, between thefc 
two for their own Union are placed Air aHdj Water. The Solid Bodies he f«p- 
pofcth made up of Triangles y fire he makes of Pyramids, confifiieg of four 
Triangles -, the Earth of Cu*^es, confifting of fix Squares, snd each Square of 
four Triangles 5 the Air of Odotedron?, each fide divided into fjK Scalenesf 
dicn the Water of Icofaedrons, coniifiing of Twenty TriaBgks, each made up 
of Scaleccs. To thefc he ?ddi a €oul, confifling of Numbers and l^ioporcions. 
The bcA Interprtrationsvet cxratn conccrRing it do not make Senfe or Eeafon 
of if, and at heft the Author thinks it hut a Lufm Ingml Further, he makes 
God and|Mafter to be the rwc fii ft Princlplcs^to which he adds a third of Idea's. 
But P/if A Excellency was nor for Phyfjcks, but for Morals and Theology. 
Divers Writings of the Vtatonifts are out, and fooic loft •, but thefe he pafles 
by, fincc we have the Works of Plato himr?:lf. Aod novv comes to the Dregs 
of Phtlofophy amoagft the Epicureans ar d Peripateticks. ^ From P^^fo's time 
to the prefent Age he finds nothing of Philofophy, nothing of Difcovcry, no- 
thing but a Chattering and frultlefs Methods of Wrangling. Concerning the 
Ori,^inatlon of things, there i$ nothing found to be met with In Ariliotle or his 
Schools. They would make the World Eternal, both for Matrer and Form j 
Men alfo, an4 all things cife to be Co too. Befides, he dfecs not agree with 
his own PrisK:lplcs, dcipofing the four Elements one above the other, but ftiews 
not how the Earth frcn;s to be in fomc parts higher than the Water, Then 
for the Ht:i*vetjs he makes Adamantine Orbs, and the Stars like (jolden-headed 
Nai'S fjftned to them .* Thefc Orbs involved he makes to move round the 
Earth in 24 hours, that is everyday. To this he introduces a contrary Mo- 
tion for eai^h Planetary Orb from Weft to Eaft j the Matrer of thefe he makes 
Incorrupcible, hut below the Orb of the Moon he puts Fire Elementary, wtrh- 
out Light or Hear. !n the middle Region of the Air he purs the Milky Way 
and Conitts* For the explicating of all other things on t? e Eartli, he Intro- 
duces Subf>anrlal Forms* atid Specifick Qualities, as infignlficaBt as the VphA" 
iprk^ Numbers and Harmonies. Which being fOj he won Jers why it has been 
fb long-approved of by the Chriftlan World. Then the Author giving a fhort 
Catalogue of his Errors, and bids adieu to hlm,as to a bad Aftronomer,a worfc 
Tlicologe, md the worft of ail Phyiblogers. His Catalogue is this : i . Thar 
t):\c World is Eternal and Incdiroptible. 2. The Heavens folid, and moved by 
contrary Motions. 5. The Matter of the Heavens Divine and Immutable. 
4. The Stars to be dcnfer parrs of their Orbs; and jhe Planers to (bine by thc!r 
own Lfght. 5. Light neither a Body nor a Morion. 6, Eiememary Fire un- 
der the Moon. 7. IheGalaKi and Comers, Meteors. 8. The Earth immo- 
vabse, in the Centre of rhe World p. Up and down to be founded inN<iturc 
immutably, lo. The Form: of Animate things fubftantfal. x i. Senfatioa to 
be made b) Intentional Species. 12. Rarefadioii and Concra^ion to be made 
by the increafe and decreafc of Excenfion in Matter. 13. Providence not to 
defcend below rhe Moon. 14. The Soul to be ivrzKiyeiety ^^^ of doubtful 
Immortality. Next he vifits Epicurus^ illiterate, )et of no Vulgar Wit ; he 
accommodated all thuigs to iiis Seafes, and fo his Notions were for the moft 
part abfurd and vulgar. He corrupted only the Doftrines of DmBcrim and 
Ltucippm. Upon the whole, the Author thinks his Dodrines not worth con- 
sidering^ but refers the Reader to Gaffendus. He concludes this Enquiry with 
giving the Names of feveral that have written of the Opinions of thefe Grecian 
PhllofQphcrs, and of fomc that have written thefr dri^ppiiTu^ or Secret Do- 
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brines, as Vythagfir&s ZacinthmS'^ Vcrphyrlus, Numfrius y ^c tcgrtn the loft 
alfoof mtny Pol)iiiAorian5, as, ThioprrifuSy Phavorinus and Alexander Pif 
lyh'flor J alfo fome of the Writings of Dtodorus Siculus and Vano. Now 
whereas fome alledge fome few ethers that have been famrm for Philofophy 
!ft other parts of the V/orld, yet not ^v hat they knew or maintained j and 
there being no Monuments remaining of fuch their Knowledge, the Auihgr 
fcaves them in theObfcuriiy he found them, and thinks he has perform.ed 
his defjgned Undertaking to feek what therd couJd be found worthy of pre- 
fcrving among the Piiines and Eeli^s of the mofl ancient Phtlofophers, 
more particularly relaring to the Bt ginning of things, and has left no 
cjuarter unfearched, cor omitted any thing wiiich he judged marcrial to thrs 
pwrpofe 5 though other Particulars not perdnenr, vthecher bad or good, he. 
has omitted, as being impertinent. 

To end this Difquifition, in the Fourteenth Chapter he 'entjuires concerning 
tht Beginning of the Earbarick Philofophy *, that isjwhence the Egyptians^ Ethi- 
t^pians^ Chaldeans^ PhmicianS'^ Arabians^ Indiansj and other Orientals obtained 
their fir A Knowledge. There are two Opinions concerning it : One, that they 
were invented by thcmfelves ; aad the othcr,that they were taught by Afoffs or 
Abraham. The Author approves neither of thefe. Not the firfi:, becaufc he meets 
with no Mention of Experiments, or Obftnrations, or Reafoning and Demon- 
flrations, or Method, or particular Explications ^ but what was known was 
Traditional and Pofitive. Not the Latter, becaufc this Learning was eminent 
k)Dg before thofe times ; for that Uofcs was bred up in the Schools of Egypr^ 
and for that the Ethiopians were much prcceeding to the Egyftiatis. Befides 
the Inftaoce of Johy who is thorght by the Author to have much preceded 
Mofis 5 for that he takes no notice of the Jew ifh Laws, Ceremonies or Sab- 
bath, yet was he one that woifliip'd the true God 5 and for that the Age of 
his Life was above 200 years, and he offered his own Sacrifices without a 
Priefl. Upon the whole therefore the Author thinks it was conveyed to 
Mankind by the Sons of Noah, and by him from the Patriarchs of th« Anti- 
diluvlan World. Thefe are the principal Matters treated of in the Firfl 
Book, 
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IN the Second Boni^ the Learned Author dcfigns to make ufe of fuch Tefif mo- 
nies as he can find amongfl the Fragments of the moA ancient Philofophy^ 
to confirm tiie Doftrints of his Theory of the Earth,delivered in the Firfi Book 
thereof, for that he has not therein alledged fuch Teflimonies to confirm 
it, intermingled with the Difcourfe it feif, as he has done in rhe Second, 
but framed the wliolc from the Idea he had of rhe N^Jture of the thwg% 
themfelvcs. And whereas in the farmer Book of this prtfent Treat! -e he h^s 
irquired after the Ancicnc Dodrincs concerning tlie 'hole, or the Univerfe : 
In this he retrains his Search after fuel) Dcftrincs as more par ticDlarly con- 
cern the Formation ^nd Fabrick of the Earth only. In the firil Chapter 
then he finds, that the Produftionof this World out of a Chaos was the 
moft general, and the moftaDcientDcdrine of all the Learned, both The- 
ologers, Phyfiologers and Poets. He begins with Asofe-s^ and fiiews, that his 
Tshu and Bohu was the f^mc that the Ancients called Chaos. And the Apoflle, 
f/eb. It. 3. does fo interpret it, and mofi of the Chrif^ian In-erpretcrs un- 
derftand itfo alfo, ^s^othc Hebreivs. As toother Nations, they chher de- 
liver it cxprcfly, as the Philolophers ; or Mythologically, as the Poets. The 
Philofcphers differ only, for tliat fome afcribe the Formation to a Mir.d, 
"Jthcrs to Chance. He brings fcveral Proofs of it from Phmicians, Egyp- 
tianSy GreiJ^ Romansy Perfians, and from divi;rs other Authors very famous 
among the Ancients , but others, af Orpheus, Empedocles and HsJIod made 
Srrifc and Love to Operate in the Separation and Union of the parts of the 
Ciiaos, 



In the Second Chapter he cnqukes what Form they afligncd to the Primo- 
geneal Earth, and what Efiates it was to undergo. FiYft, For the Form, 
that it was differing from the prefent. He re fir ft he proves, by the Teflimo- 
I5y of Sr. Peter y that there was a three-fold ftate of the Earth, ti^. the 
Pad, PrefcDtaod Fu'ure. By the Pail he (hews was meant the Antidi uvian, 
and by the Future the Nevv Heaven and New Earth, which he proves by two 
j)3iTages in Ifaiaby and one in the Revelation. This he (hews was alfo raei- 
tioned by St. Paulln the 2th of ihtRomanSy upon which PaiTage he infifls 
much to prove; that the Apoflle meant this three fold ftate of the Earth y and 
allcdges the Judgment of the Father^ Ttnuriliany IrenauSy Crigen, Hitromy 
Chryfoftonif and others to confirm it. And then endeavours to anfwer fuch as 
had alfigncd other Expofnions of the Word Creatioo , of which there 
arc three forts. One would have the Fallen Angels to be underftood, which 
he fbews could not be the meaning, iince they arc not to be reftored. Others 
would have by Creatures to be underftood Men : But that cannot be tlie 
Scnfe, becaufe the Creature and Men arc diftinguiftied In the very Text. 
Thirdly y Thofc that would have the Gentiles to be meant, are the fartheft of 
all from the plaio Scncc which he makes to be (the formed World,) and 
ilKtt it is to pafs thorough three States^ a former, 9 prcfent| and a future. 
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In the Third Chapter he brings Authority to prove the Prfmlgenea! Fora 
find Shuation of rht Earth, and therein it dffKr'd from the prcfcnt, of 
which the Ancients r)?d minifell Enomird^^ The firfl lie allcd|cs Is that of 
St. Petih 2, |, 6. where he fays the Worths are oppofed to rlK^fe who affcrt- 
cd chcflateot the World to be the dmr is ttirtl: Atd adds, that St. Am- 
^i» in expounding rhefe ¥/ords oC St. Filer, .doih fo nod^rftaod them j to 
wit, that rot only the old Earth f^iflj^d in tkt ploiid, but tte Heawns aifo, 
Heneirtcoijiilreswheretii the difference is between the former and the pre- 
fenr, and 6ml$ St.Pim there dcfcribfng tl^ fefti to affcrt it to be om oftht 
Water, acd to Hand by the Waters i that is, (fays he) to be pkced abotc 
the Waters, and be fuflaincd by them. ArJ by this he cipkins FjkL i%6, 6, 
ff0v. 8. 2f . but brings no fwther Proof of his Dodrinct 

In the Fonrth Chapter he enquires concerning the Nature , Manner and 
Caufcs^ of Deluges, but chkfiy of the Univerfal. Here he repeats what he 
has fafd concerning the quiotjty of the Water rcquifite io his Theory, and 
ijuotes alfo what ifdah fays in dcfcrlbidg a general Delyge, who makes a 
kind of Earthquake to precede it, for the Eruption of ihe Waters out of 
their Womb, and feveral other places and Commeatators t^pon them, who 
all fcem to mean Earthquakes. Then he enquires what arc the Ciufes of 
particular Inundations, which he makes Three. (?. e) t. The Irruption of 
the Sea upon the Low Countries. 2. Great Kain?. 5. Efuinioni of Waters 
out of the Body of the Earth by Earthquakes': Of each of thefe he bm%% 
EKampIes out of Hiflory. Tlie firft is ^r^bo's Defcription of the n^anaier 
of making the Dead Scs. where Sodom and Gomorrah formerly f>ood bv an 
Earthquake. Secondly, Apaffage in Amhnus Marcillin-s about ihe finking 
and drowoii^ of places. Another out of Dkdorus Skulus coocrrning the 
City d* AtaUntes^ and of Strdbo for Eubma, Another out cf Ziphilm in 
the Life of Antonm Pius, of the Jofs of the City of Cy\icum. Another 
out of Dioddfus Sk'dus about the Idfs of Bur a and HelicL Another cut of 
faufonm of the Lofsof the City J^^^. Then he mentions the Ogygian and 
DmaUon Floods. Of DmcAlihs he remarks a noiable p.jffagc out of Lucian. 

In the Fifth Chapter he enquires whether there be a?i^y Record ^mong the 
Ancients that may confirm his Conjefture about the right Situation of the 
Earth to the Sun. Whence proceeded a perpetual EquiaoK without differing 
Seafons: For this he looks for the Defcription of the Golden Ages, t/i^. 10 
^Uto\Pkmdoy where he fays, under S^r^r^ the Motions of the Heavens were 
nniform, but uttder JF/^;>ir^f there was an dpeCf^M^ia, of the Heavens to the po- 
flurcthey arc now in^ which was the Caufc of all the Evil that followed. 
He fpeaks alfo of its Renoiration, or being reftored to Its forhiap fktc. Of 
thefe things T^c have an imperfcft Accoufitfy byreafdnof the length of Time 
pafl > but. thefe and greater, or more wondcrfu} things have hfrppencd. Next 

fertheEtrthi Plar^ fays it iia!^tiytrilibi*«e without loclftiatiopt m*pfWey 3^ 

mhivh. Further, he makes the Seafons all temperace, whieh gave Meit 
long Lives. He makes alFoan Abyfeto recei-ve the Water tr^ji^ed through 
the Earth j but the Surface of it .henaakcsfmooth^, and adorned with various 
Colours and Gems, as the Prophets and Sacred Autltors do the NiTP/HirM- 
fulm, 
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Ifl the Sixth Chapter he cnqmres concerning the changed Pofirioo of the 
prefcnt Earth: For ihh hchasa Clowd of Tcftimonles bcfi Je Vlato, to wir, 
dHMxagifMSi Empid$dis^.*Dkiims^ UmippuSf DmHntus ^ who -all fpcak of 
the changedl SitBation of the ^rth's Akis, whofc Tcftim^nles he has elfc- 
whcrc mentioned. Among the In? entlo^s of the Aflronomers, the Obliqiky 
t>f the I^lack mi the Scafons of the Year «rc tfcribcd ro ThMies | which 
is to ArpmcQtithadnotbcen fofrom the beginning* Bur the Biftorlcs of 
the Progrcfs of Aftroiwmy,' written by Endtmns and Thif^n Smffum hme pt» 
iittmii which might ht?e afforded more cogent Argwtncurs^ Here he mts- 
tlons wlai fll^W, VifgUmd Momit hate fald lo this furpofe, In ilefvribing the 
Golden Age and the Eliztum of the Dead. From t^ie Pcitts he palTes to 
f iKftf fife's Pefcripdoa of the Formnate !f!e?, wbich is,i more modera^Name 
for the Ill^l«% and agrees much mth the Paradlfical Earth. Aod another 
out of Dm$ns Smkf^ of the f'Oind T^kakrii i mhkh hefupp^es to be 
for the fame purpofe. From thefe Heathens he comes to tlie Jtmm md Chri- 
ftian Writersi defcrlbing Paradife and the Gsrdco of the Lord *, who do 
tnnch agree with the Hcatlien refcriptians of the Golden Age, He qmm 
f, Aimhmd upon the 2i of Qtmps^ and Ahm E\^a i alfo Mdmomdes upon the 
lolfc Chapter of tlitSenkdrlmf MMna§th Em IfraU on .the Crearioo, and 
AbuhMB Eethsttmfis mmcmmg the leflimonlcs of the Ji^i mdArabkfts. 
Then for the Chriftlans he brings TaHanm .* He quotes alfo Sddmfmi fumt 
np Mil mth Biliamini'% Conclulion, That there was a perpetual Spring, and 
another' Conrfc of the Son then at prefcnt. He adds, that Arlfiotii thowght 
the fcort and uncertain Life of. Creatures proceeded from the Oblige Motion 
of the Snn inthe2r#^w^: And tlmt Mantum kyst it was the Opinion of 
the ancient Aftronomers. He adds alfo a Paflage of Or^hm prefer?ed by fr^ 
iius to the fame cffeft. 

Ig the Seventh Chapter he difcourfes of the Defcrfption which Ifofw gives 
of Paradife, arid of thef^ateof Nature in the New World 5 which is in ge- 
neral, Thai Mofes accommodated his Hiftory to the Capacity of thofe for 
whom he writ, and that all he has faid is nor to be taken in a firift literal 
Scnfe. Then in the Eighth Chapter he fpcaks of the manner of the Interpre- 
tations of the Expreffions of M^fis cmcemmg the ffimmmn^ which iscon- 
fonint to his Thoughts fti the ScTcnth, And in the Ninth Chapter he cndea* 
voiirsro aijf-vcr thole who would ha?e it to bi^ literally underllood. And in 
the tall Chapter he propounds what things arc worthy to heconfidered In or- 
der to the making a right Judgment of the whole; and mote particularly, of 
what he hath more freely delivered in the preceding Chapters. He dcfires his 
leaders therefore to conftder the Ufe and Style of the laHern Sages, a. The 
mear* and dull Apprel'tnfions of the ifmlUis n the time when M$fi$ writ, 
|. What Learned Commentarors have faid of this inairer, 4. What we arc 
to think of theGreatGodj and what Thf^ugbts coftctrntDg Wm arc %vorihy, 
and what bcfcemlog. As to the Firft, Thefe Orfciitals did for thctrofl part 
deliver their Dattrincs in Mythology, aitapmrnVuigli But the? had alfo a 
more Secret Dodrine, which chc| deliver»d only to (mh of their Schools as 
were of a more clear Uodcrllandiog. So that though many vylpr Opinions 
have been afcribed to them, yet they were fuch as v^cre delivered for the Vul* 
gar, but that they had others referved for the more intelligent. So lamblms 
and imms relajc fome Notions of VythagorMs^ which accorded with the 
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Vulgar Opfnion of thcHeavem; yet 'tir^ plain he field the other Doftrfne. 
The Jcwifh Dodors fay, the Law fpeaks with the Tongues of Men; that 
Is, with a Vulgar St)!e, yet they had their CahiiU to conceal their Myfterics .• 
Nor was this Foreign to the Chritlian Schools. Secondly, The People of If- 
rtfirwhen Afof^^ writ were of dull and uncultivated Underftanding, not fit for 
Natural Speculations or Divine Contemplacioos. Thus much Mdnajf^b But 
Ifrael fays, ^nd (o docs Mofis Maimonides. This he conceives to be the rea- 
fon why J/(>f« fo wrote the Hiftory of the Creation. Thirdly, Commeotators 
both Jews and Chriftlans have affertcd. That cany things in that Hiftory are 
not to be underflocfd Literally but Allegorically; For this, bcfides WUaJude" 
m^ who makes it all Allegorical 5 and the C4k/i/^j, whom he piffes bv, he 
names R* Uofu Ei^yptm for a folid Author affcrting it, wdfofephuSf as alfo 
Anfi&kulHSi q\xot€d by Eufebius^ who Is of the fame ScDtlmcnt, as were ma- 
ny of the Chriflian Fathers which he cites at large. Fourthly, As to fuchtas 
do not adhere to the Literal Senfe, he admonifhes them that they do not ad« 
mitany thing unworthy of God or of our Religion; 
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